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History of printing Origins in China
By the end of the 2nd century AD, the Chinese apparently had dis covered printing; certainly they then had at
their disposal the three elements necessary for printing: (1) pa per, the techniques for the manufacture of
which they had known for several decades; (2) ink, whose basic f ormula they had known for 25 centuries; and
(3) surfaces bearing texts carved In relief. Some of the texts were classics of Buddhist thought inscribed on
marble pillars, to which pilgrims applied sheets of damp paper, daubing the surface with ink so that the parts

that stood out in relief showed up; some were religious seals us ed to transfer pictures and texts of prayers to
paper. It was probably this use of seals that led in the 4th or 5th cen tury to the development of ink of a good

consistency for printing.
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